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KARACHI:There is a need to strengthen the prosecution services in Pakistan to restore public trust in the
judicial system and the law enforcement agencies, said Hans Juergen Paschke, the consul and deputy head of
mission of the German Consulate Karachi.

He was speaking at the inaugural ceremony of the 4th Senior Prosecutors’ Conference in
Karachi on Thursday. The conference was organised by the Criminal Prosecution Services of
Pakistan in collaboration with the Deutsche Gesellschaft fiir Internationale
Zusammenarbeit (GIZ), that is, the German Federal Enterprise for International
Cooperation. Punjab prosecution services secretary Nadeem Irshaad Kiyani presided over
the conference.

Addressing the issue of worsening law and order situation in the city, Paschke said that
prosecutors and law enforcement agencies are under tremendous pressure as they are losing
trust of the masses. “They need to improve their credibility and restore trust among people
by enhancing the prosecution services,” he said.

The aim of the conference is to provide a platform to prosecutors to discuss federal and
provincial laws, propose amendments and prepare recommendations for legislators to
strengthen the prosecution services.

Paschke said that he hopes that if judicial officers and prosecutors from across Pakistan
discuss the issues facing them, they can come up with viable solutions to improve the overall
judicial system in the country.

He promised Germany’s support to the Pakistani authorities for ameliorating the various
sectors, including the judicial system and law enforcement, in the country.

The GIZ principal adviser to prosecution services of Punjab, Christoph Harsdorf, said that
prosecutors faced immense difficulties in prosecuting the accused before the judiciary
because of various technical and legislative problems. He spoke about the importance of
witnesses and evidence among other issues.

Published in The Express Tribune, September 27", 2014.
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‘Restoring trust in judicial system imperative
for Pakistan’

our correspondent
Friday, September 26, 2014
From Print Edition
Karachi

People’s trust in Pakistan’s judicial and law enforcement systems, according to German Deputy Consul
General in Karachi Hans Juergen Paschke, can only be restored by strengthening prosecution services.

“Given the deteriorating law and order situation in Karachi, law enforcement agencies and prosecutors
are under tremendous pressure, and are fast losing the public’s trust. They really need to raise their
credibility, which can only be achieved by improving their services,” he said while speaking to
prosecutors from all over the country at the inaugural ceremony of the 4th Senior Prosecutors’
Conference on Thursday.

The conference is being organised by the Criminal Prosecution Services of Pakistan, in collaboration
with German Federal Enterprise for International Cooperation or GIZ as it is commonly known. The
participants include prosecutors from Punjab, Sindh, Khyber Pakhtunkhwa, Balochistan, Azad Jammu
and Kashmir and Gilgit-Baltistan.

Representatives of prosecution services would discuss federal and provincial laws, as well as the
proposed amendments and recommendations aimed at strengthening prosecution services.

Paschke said he was hopeful the platform would enable judicial officers and prosecutors to discuss and
formulate viable solutions for all that ails the country’s legal system.

He vowed that Germany would continue to provide technical support to local authorities for
improvements in the judicial and law enforcement sectors of Pakistan.

GIZ's principle advisor for prosecution services of Punjab, Christoph Harsdorf, outlined the issues
being faced by prosecutors. He said that, owing to the various technical and legislative problems,
prosecutors were facing immense difficulties in pursuing cases before the judiciary.

He spoke about the importance of witnesses and evidence in prosecution and said a lack of the latter
leads directly to the presumption of innocence, which is a fundamental rule in any court of law.

The GIZ expert lauded the participating legal officers for voluntarily attending the conference and said
that their impressive turnout proved their drive for improvements in Pakistan’s judicial system.

Over the course of the conference, prosecutors from all provinces discussed amendments in federal
and provincial legislation to empower prosecution, inconsistencies in provincial legislation vis-a-vis the
Federal Code of Criminal Procedure on Prosecutional Independence and other related issues.

The formation of a sub-committee to draft legislative amendments, which would be forwarded to
provincial and federal legislators, was also a part of the agenda.
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" Paschke advises nation’s

\

trust in judiciary, agencies

AMANULLAH KHAN

KARACHI—Deputy German Consul Gen-
eral in Karachi Hans Juergen Paschke has
-called for restoring people’s trust in
country’s judicial system and law enforc-
ing agencies by strengthening the prosecu-
tion services in Pakistan.

;. “Due to worsening law and order situa-
tion in Karachi, law enforcing agencies and
prosecutors are under tremendous pressure
from common people and are losing trust in

the eyes of masses. They need to improve

their credibility and restore their trust
among people by strengthening the pros-
ecution services”, the German Deputy Con-
sul General told prosecutors and senior law
officers at the inaugural ceremony of
4thSenior Prosecutors’ Conference in
Karachi on Thursday.

The 4th Senior Prosecutors’ Conference
is being organized by the Criminal Prosecu-
tion Services of Pakistan in collaboration
with German Federal Enterprise for Interna-
tional Cooperation or GIZ here at a local
hotel, where prosecutors from across Paki-
stan including Punjab, Sindh, KPK,
Balochistan, AJK and Gilgit-Baltistan are
participating in the conference.

Representatives from prosecution ser-
vices from federal and provincial govern-
ments would discuss federal and provin-
cial laws at the conference and propose
amendments as well as prepare recommen-
dations for the legislators to strengthen the
prosecution services at the federal and pro-
vincial levels. :

The German Deputy Consul General
Hans Juergen Paschke expressed the hope
that jugdicial officers and prosecutors from
entire Pakistan would discuss the issues
facing them and come up with the viable
solutions to improve the overall judicial
system in the country.

He vowed that Germany would continue

~ to provide technical support to the authori-

ties in Pakistan for bringing improvement 3
in various sectors including the judicial and
law enforcement in the country.

GIZ Principle Advisor to Prosecution
Services of Punjab Christoph Harsdorf out-
lined the issues and problems facing pros-
ecutors in the country and said owing to
various technical and legislative problems,
prosecutors were facing immense difficul-
ties in properly prosecuting the accused
before the judiciary.

He talked about the importance of wit-
nesses, evidences in prosecution besides
other issues facing the prosecutors and
said if there is no proper evidence available
to prosecutors in a case, there is a presump-
tion of innocence, which should be kept in
mind before prosecuting a criminal in a court
of law. :

The GIZ Expert lauded the participating
law officers for volunteering themselves for
attending the conference and said they
have come up in such a healthy number for
improving the judicial system and justice
in the country, 9

On the occasion, Secretary of Prosecu-
tion Services Punjab Nadeem Irshaad
Kiyani was selected as the chairman of the
conference to preside over the moot.

During the course of the conference,
prosecutors from all four provinces, AJK
and Gilgit Baltistan would be discussing
amendments in federal and provincial leg-
islation to empower prosecution, inconsis-
tencies in provincial legislation vs. Federal
Code of Criminal Procedure on
Prosecutional Independence and other re-
lated issues.Formation of a Cub-committee
to draft legislative amendments to be for-
warded to provincial and federal legislators

is also on part of the agenda of the pros- e
ecutors’ conference. j
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