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Govt plans new law for police reforms
The Newspaper's Staff Reporter

Updated Apr 27, 2014 06:26am

KARACHI: The Sindh government plans to introduce a new law for police reforms in line with
modern day challenges and needs, says a senior police official on Saturday.

He said the government had already asked the police department to help its law department in
writing a draft for the planned bill.

“The government has asked members of the law and order committee to make a perusal of both
the Police Act 1861 and the Police Order 2002, pick good things from both the laws and
combine them in the draft on police reforms. The government is determined to incorporate our

proposals significantly in any future act,” said Azhar Rashed Khan, deputy inspector general
(training) in the Sindh Police.

He was addressing a seminar on the rule of law, policing, challenges and solutions, organised
by the Centre for Research and Security Studies in collaboration with the GIZ, a German
organisation for international cooperation.

The official said that a number of commissions had been formed over the years to suggest
reforms in police department but they were mostly headed by army generals and police were

not taken on board. The fact that no one was ready to adhere to the law was the mother of all
problems, he added.

Senator Dr Karim Khawja of the Pakistan Peoples Party said that consultation was needed to
make police laws identical in all provinces. The model of the Citizen Police Liaison Committee

should be replicated down to the smallest administrative unit to help police with an able aide, he
said.

He called for better salaries and facilities for police and demanded that disparities in perks and
pay between police and other law enforcement agencies should be done away with now.

Former Sindh police chief, Niaz Siddikki, said the country’s constitution protected fundamental
rights of its citizens and the government departments and civil servants must ensure that these

rights were not violated or denied. He stressed the need to strengthen investigation branch of
police for effective prosecution.

Ahmed Chinoy, chief of the CPLC, said that only if police listened attentively and patiently to
people’s complaints and acted promptly, half the problem would be solved.

Hafeezuddin, a provincial assembly member of the Pakistan Tehreek-i-Insaf, said that citizens
lived in fear and corruption was rampant in the system.

Journalist Idrees Bakhtiar said that performance of the department would remain poor unless
and until police were freed from political pressure
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Ammar Shahbazi
Sunday, April 27, 2014
From Print Edition

The police need to urgently improve their investigation wing and ensure that criminals cannot escape the grip of
law, said Niaz Siddiqui, a former Sindh police chief, on Saturday.

“In the current scenario, | think the investigation department of Sindh police is one of the weakest; and as the
gateway to criminal justice system, the police have no choice but to strengthen their investigations if they want to
solve cases and control the crime rate,” he added while speaking at a seminar titled “Capacity Development of
Sindh Police” organised by the Centre

for Research and Security Studies.

The former police chief stressed that the fundamental rights of the citizens should be safeguarded at all costs. “In
Karachi we often we get to hear, for instance, that three terrorists have been killed by the law enforcers, but who
gets to decide that those killed were actually terrorists?”

The police, said Siddiqui, have the power, but the powers cannot circumvent the guidelines given in the
constitution. “The accused [also] has rights: he has the right to know why he is being arrested, and he also should
have access to lawyers.”

The “shortcuts” often taken by law enforcers in a bid to curtail crime can backfire the world over but it’s only the
rule of law that can eventually bring peace. “Violence only breeds violence.”

Ahmed Chinoy, the chief of Citizen Police Liaison Committee (CPLC), said it was not right to expect the police to
perform at the best of capabilities when the basic amenities of life were not fulfilled. “When we compare the
performance of a paramilitary soldier with that of a policeman, the difference in their daily lifestyle is glaring.”

He said: “A Rangers solider gets accommodation, pick and drop facility and proper lunch on time; whereas, a
policeman is given a dress and is expected to make a living from the streets — which he does.”

The speakers pointed out that the influence of political parties in the police force was the number one reason for
its failure. However, Chinoy said it was not always the politicians but also the senior officers, who should be
equally held responsible for corrupting the police by letting the politicians interfere. “For their personal benefits,
the senior officers often bow down to the wishes of the political leaders too.”

Azhar Rashid Khan, the DIG training, believed that the citizens were also to be held responsible if they wanted the
rule of law to be implemented. It is unfair to expect the police to work flawlessly where the citizens are too lenient
with the laws, he said.

“From traffic signals to getting a document from government offices, the people in Karachi do not have the time to
stand in line or fill a form for chalan, bribing the way out is the best way to deal when they break laws.”

The speakers agreed that the Sindh police had to win the confidence of the taxpayers and work towards an image
that took out the “scare factor” about them and instil the characteristics of service, which was the actual duty of
the police in a community

Senator Dr Karim Khawja, PTI leader Hafeezudin Khan, senior journalist Idrees Bakhtiar and CRSS Director Imtiaz
Gul also spoke on the occasion.
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Capacity development

Speakers at the
consultative meeting
criticise, praise and
suggest reforms for
law enforcers

A SHAHZEBAHMED
L
‘The policing system, currently
being enforced in Sindh is
based on the Police Act 1861,
Journalist Imtiaz Gul hates the
law. He calls it “a tool intro-
duced by the British to intimi-
date the citizens at the time.”
Cul was speaking at a
seminar, titled ‘Policing -
Challenges and Solutions’,
organised by the Centre for
Research and Security Studies,

in collaboration with the GIZ,
at Avari Towers on Saturday.
The aim was to suggest re-
forms for the policing system
in Sindh: to scrutinise and
suggest changes to the current
one and make it better. Gul
looked like he meant business
when he started the seminar
by saying that the police were
public servants and needed to
be reminded that.

The succeeding speaker,
MPA Syed Hafeezuddin of the
Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf, car-
ried on where Cul had left
off. Hafeezuddin spoke of the
intimidation felt by citizens
in approaching the police for
help, For him, the major prob-
lems were corrupt officers and

political interference,
According to Hafeezuddin,
corruption is rampant in
every government depart-
ment in Sindh, In the police,
the motto is: “Paisado, thaanalo

[Pay money, get deployed ata |

‘police station].”

The next speaker, Training
DIG Azhar Rashid, looked like
he had had enough of the
criticism. Rashid politely, but
firmly, rebuked the speakers
for laying the entire blame on
the police department. “You
[civil society] take every oppor-
tunity to lambast the police,”
he said. “Yes, [ admit we are
wrong, but you must admit
you are too,” Rashid criticised
the participants for not ad-

mitting that it was the people
who did not want to follow the
rules, “Tomorrow if the officer
at the licence department says
he will not accept bribes, you
will try to use a senior official’s
influence to do the dirty work.”

He went on to say that the
police were a symptom of the
deceased society that we had

Training DIG Azhar Rashid

become. “You [civil society
members] beat the drums of
democracy but in truth, you all
want to be treated asToyalty.”
Ahmed Chinoy, the chief
of the Citizens-Police Liaison
Committee (CPLC), looked like
hehad come prepared with sta-
tistics, He started by throwing
numbers at the participants

and the numbers were indeed
worrying, According to Chinoy,
the CPLC receives almost 6,000
callsfor help every day, Around
80 of the complaints are of mo-
bile snatching. Another 8o are
extortion-related. “These fig-
ures represent only 10 per cent
of the crimes taking place in
the city,” he explained,

A major problem with the
department, recognised by
Chinoy, was the fact that of-
ficials were not allowed to stay
in one police station for them
toactually affect some change.
“In 2012, the average time an
SHO was deployed at a pelice
station was 25 to 27 days.”

For Chinoy, the answer to
fixing the police system lay in

providing facilities to the low-
ranking officials, He reasoned
that the low-ranking person-
nel, who comprised 9o per cent
of the police force, live sorry
lives, “They have no health fa-
cilities, no housing, no educa-
tion for their children,” he said.
“How can they focus on their
jobs in such conditions?”

His words were echoed by
the next speaker, former IG
Niaz Siddiqui, He started off
by quoting articles from the
Constitution of Pakistan that
guaranteed basic rights and
security of life and property
for its citizens. “The police
are present to ensure the law
is upheld, not break it and
mould it for their own pur-

LEAs may be wrong but they are the reason you sleep soundly at night’

pose,” he said, “They have no
right to take anyone's life"

Heagreed with Chinoy on the
need to provide better facilities
to the department, adding that
the investigation wing needed
urgent attention. “Criminals
are let go because of poor pros-
ecution or poor investigations
of their crimes.”

On the other hand, Siddiqui
praised the Sindh police’s
efforts in the fight against
terrorists, saying that the per-
sonnel had fought with the
least resources and laid down
the most lives, There are black
sheep within every depart-
ment, but remember, “The
police stay awake so you may
sleep soundly at night.”
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