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Seminar on 'Justice and Role of Prosecution' held

Special Assistant to Chief Minister Punjab and former IG Police Rana Magbool Ahmad said success rate
in appeals filed by Prosecution Department in the Supreme Court during 2013 is 83 percent while it is 64
percent in the High Court.

Addressing the seminar on "Justice and Role of Prosecution" arranged by the Centre for Research and
Security Studies and GIZ, here on Thursday, Rana said prosecutors are instructed to check the trial
worthiness of cases at the initial stages, as the law provides a prosecutor, an authority, to dismiss a case
if it is not trial worthy or false.

He added that the Punjab government has established a state-of-the-art "Forensic Science Laboratory"
with the cost of Rs 3 billion to get flawless evidences. He said "Anti-Terrorism Act is being amended and
now the Video Evidence is also acceptable in the courts."

Rana Magbool said a 'Prosecution Help Line' is going to be established for increasing the co-ordination
between people and prosecution department. Former Justice Nasira Igbal, Professor Dr Aman Ullah,
Columnist Mian Saif ur Rahman, Irshad Ahmad Arif, Brigadier Farooqg Hameed (Retd), Abdullah Malik,
Shahzada Irfan, Advocate Shabnam Nagi and Vice President of High Court Reporters Association Abdur
Rehman participated in the seminar. During the seminar it was informed that the German government is
spending one million euro annually to improve the performance of Prosecution in Pakistan.

Rana Magbool informed the participants that a 55-point agreement has been signed by Police and
Prosecution department for enhanced co-operation between the two organisations. He said co-
operation between police and prosecutors will help bring the criminals to their logical end. He said the
first national training course for the public prosecutors appearing in anti-terrorism courts was
completed recently in which 22 Prosecutors from all over the country were trained as per international
standards. He informed the participants that the first modern training academy for prosecutors is
established in Lahore.

Former Justice Nasira Igbal, in her address, said that justice system requires collective guidance and co-
operation from society. She said even the behaviour of criminals can be repaired through trainings.
Irshad Arif said there should not be any delay in deciding criminal cases. Brigadier Farooq (R) said joint
training of Police and Prosecution will help create a culture of partnership. Abdullah Malik said the
witnesses should be provided proper security. Other speakers stressed the need for an independent
prosecution service for dispensation of justice so that no criminal goes scot-free and no innocent is
punished.
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INTERNATIONAL

‘Success rate of Prosecution Dept appeals high’

Our Correspondent
Friday, January 24, 2014
From Print Edition

LAHORE

SPECIAL Assistant to Punjab Chief Minister and former IG Police Rana Magbool Ahmad has claimed
that success rate in appeals filed by the Prosecution Department in the Supreme Court during 2013
was 83 percent while it was 64 percent in the High Court.

According to a handout issued on Thursday, Rana Magbool said this while addressing a seminar on
“Justice and Role of Prosecution.”

The seminar was organised by Centre for Research and Security Studies and GIZ. Justice (R) Nasira
Igbal, Prof Dr Aman Ullah, senior columnist Mian Saif ur Rahman, Irshad Ahmad Arif, Brig (R) Farooq
Hameed, Abdullah Malik from civil society and Shahzada Irfan also participated in the event.

Rana Magbol said that prosecutors were instructed to check the trial worthiness of cases at the initial
stages. The law provides a prosecutor with an authority to dismiss a case if it is not trial-worthy, he
said.

The Punjab government has established a state of the art forensic science laboratory at a cost of Rs 3
billion to get flawless evidences, he added.

Anti-Terrorism Act is being amended and now the video evidence is also acceptable in the courts.
Rana Magbool said that Prosecution Help Line was going to be established for increasing coordination
between people and prosecution department.

Justice (R) Nasira Igbal, in her address, said that justice system required collective guidance and
cooperation from society. She said that even the behaviour of criminals could be repaired through
trainings.

Irshad Arif said that there should not be any delay in deciding criminal cases. Brig (R) Farooq said that
combined trainings of police and prosecution would help to improve a culture of partnership. Abdullah
Malik said that the witnesses should be provided with proper security.

It was informed that the German government was spending one million Euro annually to improve the
performance of prosecution in Pakistan.

The speakers stressed the need for an independent prosecution service for dispensation of justice so
that no criminal went scot-free and no innocent was punished.
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