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Breakthrough achieved in airport attack case, says IGP 

our correspondent 
Saturday, June 28, 2014  
From Print Edition 

  

Karachi 
  
Sindh IGP Iqbal Mehmood on Friday hinted at a major breakthrough in the investigations into the 
Taliban attack on the Karachi airport and promised that details would be disclosed to the public soon. 
  
“There has been significant progress in the case. We have managed to track the suspects involved in 
the attack and the public will get to hear positive news very soon,” he said, while speaking to 

reporters on the sidelines of a ceremony held to mark the completion of the first phase of a specialised 
police training program. 
  

Mehmood, however, refused to divulge any more details due to the sensitive nature of the case and 
called for a show of patience. 
  

At least 29 people, including 22 ASF personnel, were killed when Taliban insurgents stormed the 
country’s busiest airport on the night of June 8. A nearly eight-hour joint operation by security forces 
was launched to quell the siege, in which all 10 terrorists were killed. 
  
The brazen attack sparked widespread condemnation of law enforcers’ intelligence networks and 
security measures. This led to the launch of grand operations to clear out militants from squatter 
settlements in the airport’s funnel zone – the area which falls in line with the take-off and landing site 

– and nearby localities such as Pehalwan Goth and Bhittaiabad Goth. 
  
Most recently, after Wednesday’s Taliban attack on an in-bound PIA flight at the Peshawar airport, the 
Sindh Rangers announced a decision to establish mounted checkpoints and watchtowers around the 

Jinnah International Airport. 
  
A revamp on the cards 

  
Addressing the attendees of the ceremony held in connection with the GIZ’s Capacity Development 
Support to Sindh Police (CDSP) project, the IGP said efforts have been started to revamp several 
major components of the police force, with one such initiative aimed at developing the Crime Branch 
into a vibrant intelligence-gathering agency. 
  

“We have initiated a criminal surveillance program and an extensive training regimen for personnel of 
the Special Branch. These measures will go a long way in establishing one of the best information 
networks, which would serve as a powerful tool for the police force,” he said. 
  
In the initial phase, a total of 200 instructors and 2,000 police officers completed at least six different 

courses including crime scene investigation and forensics, instructional methodology, investigation 
management and basic intelligence gathering. 
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“Over the world, the concept of policing is changing. Our surveillance, investigation and intelligence 
areas are still weak, especially the latter. With proper training and introduction of modern techniques 
and equipment, the situation will improve,” Mehmood said. 
  

“We will employ new investigative and forensic methods in the field so that arrested criminals are 
actually punished by the courts and not let off the hook over a lack of evidence,” he added. 
  
The acting German Consul General Hans-Juergen Paschke distributed certificates to the course 
graduates who included trainees from police training colleges in Saeedabad, Shahdadpur, Larkana and 
the Special Branch. 
  

The project is being funded by the German foreign office and aims to provide expertise and equipment 
to the Sindh police, as well as improve their professional capacity through special courses. The CDSP 
staff is also working closely with the training branch and the need assessment group of the police 

force. 
  
So far, training aids, furniture and IT equipment worth Rs15.7 million has already been provided, 

along with five state-of-the-art LatentMaster fingerprint systems for the forensic division at a cost of 
Rs1.5 million. 
  
As forensics remain a primary focus of the CDSP project, more equipment would also be donated for 
facilities in Hyderabad, Mirpurkhas, Larkana and Sukkur. 
  
The second phase of the CDSP training program will be held from August to December this year and 

around 3,000 police officers are expected to take part. 
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Special branch of police being turned into vibrant 
intelligence agency: IG 
 

KARACHI: Pledging that the Special Branch of police would be converted into a 
vibrant intelligence agency, Sindh IG Iqbal Mehmood has said radical changes 
have been planned in police infrastructure particularly its investigation side to 
ensure that the culprits arrested by the law-enforcement agency are punished for 
the crime they commit. 

“We have devised a wholesome roadmap for a more efficient and dexterous police force 
and we are focusing on making our Special Branch into a proficient surveillance, 
intelligence and investigation agency, which is as if strengthening one’s backbone to 
keep one healthy,” said IG Mehmood at a certificates distribution ceremony held on 
Friday for the police officers who completed training courses in investigation, 
intelligence gathering and forensic investigation. 

The training programme was supported by the German government’s organization GIZ. 
The German government supported and funded the Capacity Development of Sindh 
Police (CDSP) programme through training, supply of equipment, upgrading of police 
training facilities. 

The police chief said 200 master trainers had been trained under the programme. 
Besides, 2,000 police officials from the rank of constable up to inspector had been 
trained in various disciplines. 

“The German government is helping us appreciably in revamping many of our sub-
organisations including our weak forensic capacity through training and equipment.” 

The police chief said that a surveillance and intelligence school had been set up in 
Saeedabad training centre besides other facilities where officers and recruits were 
being trained in a variety of fields. 
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“The concept of policing is changing. Our surveillance, intelligence and investigation 
areas are weak, especially intelligence, but the situation will improve with the training 
and availability of modern techniques and equipment,” said the IG Mehmood. 

He said the police would use new methods of investigation and forensic facilities in its 
operations in the field so that criminals arrested were also punished by the courts. 

The police chief said that five latest fingerprint kits had been arranged for the forensic 
division of Sindh police. In addition, 40 fingerprint and crime-scene management kits 
were being provided to police in Hyderabad, Mirpurkhas, Larkana, and Sukkur. He 
added that the equipment would help enhance capacity of the police in detecting crime. 

In the police department, he said, focus was on the much-needed specialisation that 
was the key to meaningful investigations. 

The new courses introduced are method of instructions (for trainers), first responder 
course, investigation management, head moharar/duty officers course, SHO course and 
basic intelligence and surveillance. 

The vision of the project is to establish and promote a professionally efficient and 
responsive police force dedicated to the establishment of the rule of law and capable of 
meeting the present day challenges. 

Later, IG Mehmood and Hans-Juergen Paschke, the acting consul general of Germany 
distributed certificates among the police officials on the completion of the first phase of 
the training under CDSP project. 

The second cycle of the CDSP training will be held from August to December. 

Additional IG (Special Branch) Syed Zakir Hussain Shah, DIG Naeem Akram Baroka, 
former IG Babar Khattak, and several other officers also spoke at the ceremony. 
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By Our Correspondent 

Published: June 28, 2014 

Learning new techniques: Policemen feel prepared to fight 

better after German training 
 

 
Shaukat Ali Shah, the senior technical advisor at CDSP, said that from August to December 2014, another 3,000 police 
officers would be trained under the project in basic intelligence and surveillance, investigation management and method of 
instructions. PHOTO: APP 
 

KARACHI: The Sindh police can now fight back militants with new techniques learnt 
during the first phase of a training session organised by Deutsche Gesellschatft für 
Internationale Zusammenarbeit (GIZ) and the German government. 
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More than 200 master trainers and 2,000 police officers of different ranks have been 
trained at the Police Training College Saeedabad, Shahdadpur and Larkana under the 
Capacity Development Support to the Sindh Police (CDSP) project which is managed and 
funded by GIZ. 

While speaking at an event organised at Marriott Hotel to distribute certificates among the 
personnel, Sindh IG Iqbal Mehmood said he was hopeful that the training would bring 
about a positive change in policing around the province.

 

“This will help the police force in increasing their professional competence,” he said. “It will 
also give the force the specialisation they need during investigations.” He added that the 
training courses were selected according to the needs of the Sindh police. 

According to the IG, GIZ had not only funded the training programme but had also provided 
the department with free equipment which includes a machine to the forensics department 
to check finger prints . 

While responding to a question about the Karachi airport attack, Mehmood said that they 
have reached the elements behind the attack but refused to comment any further. 

Former Sindh IG and the chief consultant of the project, Babar Khattak also spoke at the 
event and said that these training sessions were important for the Sindh police. He added 
that the master trainers will impart their knowledge and training to their subordinates and 
new comers. 

“This will bring a positive change not only in their work but also in their attitude,” said 
Khattak, adding that the training will improve the police work procedure by making it 
transparent and help gain people’s trust. 

DIG Akram Naeem Bharoka of the Special Branch police said that the training must initiate 
a change in the police mind-set and they must learn from this experience. “The police 
should run a similar project at their own training institutions but we have to set a new 
standard of training,” he said. “All over the world, training the police force is regarded is as a 
necessity.” He added that this would help the force learn how new technology works and 
prepare them to face modern challenges. 

Shaukat Ali Shah, the senior technical advisor at CDSP, said that from August to December 
2014, another 3,000 police officers would be trained under the project in basic intelligence 
and surveillance, investigation management and method of instructions. 
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Over 2200 police officers trained to conduct meaningful investigation 
 

Friday, 27 June 2014 19:07 
Posted by Shoaib-ur-Rehman Siddiqui 

  

KARACHI: The Inspector General Police (IGP) Sindh, Iqbal Mehmood, said that more than 200 master trainers and 

2000 Police officers have been trained for capacity building of law enforcing department to conduct result oriented 

investigation. 

He was addressing the certificate distribution ceremony, held here on Friday, to mark the completion of the first 

phase of the training cycle jointly organized by the Sindh Police and German Institute of for development assistance 

(GIZ) of Germany under the Capacity Development Support to Sindh Police (CDSP) Project. 

Terming it a great achievement, the IGP said that the capacity development support to the Sindh police would 

significantly increase the professional competence of the Police on one hand and on the other it will lead and assist 

the Police towards much-needed specialization in conducting meaningful investigations. 

He said that in the first phase of the training cycle, workshops on importance of forensics and crime scene 

investigation were organized with participation of 650 officers. 
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The project also conducted the course for Instructors and trainees of Police Training Colleges Saeedabad, 

Shahdadpur, Larkana and Special Branch including Course on Method of Instructions, First Responder Course, 

Investigation Management Course, Moharar / Duty Officers Course, Station House Officers Course and Basic 

Intelligence and Surveillance Course. 

In the first phase over 200 instructors and 200 police officers of various units and branches of Sindh Police 

successfully completed the training. The second of the CDSP training cycle will be held from August to December 

2014 and it is envisaged that as many as 300 Police officers will undergo specialized training course during next 

training phase. 

The CDSP Project has also delivered training aids, furniture and IT equipment worth Rs. 1 crore 57 Lac (1 hundred 

10 thousand Euros) to Sindh Police. Further more the project has procured five state of the art latent master 

fingerprint systems for the Forensic Division at a cost of Rs. 15 Lac and further Rs. 17 Lac material will be given to 

Police in this year. 

The IGP Sindh Iqbal Mehmood and the Acting Consul General of Germany, Hans-Juergen distributed certificates of 

attendance to police officers. 

The ceremony was attended by members of civil society & senior Police officers including Addl IGP Special Branch 

Syed Zakir Hussain Shah; Addl. IGP Karachi/Traffic Ghulam Qadir Thebo; DIG CID, DIG Training, DIG Special 

Branch, DIG South, DIG West, DIG Crime and others. 
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